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Abstract

The Emergence of Language and Semantic Evolution in Light of
Comparative Evolutionary Cognitive Psychology

The cross-fertilization between diverse knowledge fields and
neighboring disciplines has doubled the capacity for innovation.
Whenever a researcher establishes connections between their field of
expertise and other disciplines to benefit from well-established findings,
their knowledge advances, and their opportunities for creativity and
innovation expand. This is because the boundaries between sciences are
flexible and non-fixed. Linguistic theories, despite their varying
hypotheses, have been founded on this idea, fostering an interaction of
knowledge to study linguistic phenomena in terms of history,
characteristics, and manifestations. Linguistics has thus become a field
for redrawing the cognitive map and embodying interdisciplinary
studies.

One of these linguistic approaches is cognitive linguistics, which
derives its strength and coherence from its openness to numerous
sciences and its integration of their established results. Proponents of
this approach have sought to surpass earlier linguistic schools in
addressing the faculty of language by focusing on the mind in its
interaction with a dynamic and ever-changing material environment,
considering it central to linguistic research. This approach coincided



with the development of cognitive sciences, which encompass various
disciplines, most notably philosophy, anthropology, cognitive
psychology, comparative evolutionary psychology

Linguists have harnessed these sciences interactively to explore the
factors behind the emergence and development of language and how it is
acquired. While their results have varied depending on different
hypotheses, they have all agreed on the uniqueness of humans in
possessing this ability. Among these scholars is Michael Tomasello,
who based his perspective on the history of human communication on
insights from comparative evolutionary psychology and integrated them
with various scientific domains, including evolutionary biology,
philosophy, sociology, and culture.

This article attempts to affirm the presence of a unifying thread between
linguistics and comparative evolutionary psychology in studying
humans' ability to construct meaning and diversify semantics, owing to
their distinctiveness compared to other living beings—especially
primates (large apes). It is an endeavor to answer several questions,
such as:

. What role do social and cultural conditions play in the perception
and production of meaning?

. How has comparative evolutionary psychology contributed to
understanding the relationship between animal gestural
communication and human linguistic communication?

. How has psychology explained children's acquisition of
communication abilities?

Keywords:
Human communication / Comparative evolutionary psychology /
Cognitive linguistics / Semantics / Primates.
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	* البحث في "الاكتساب اللّغويّ"  بدراسة الجينات الدّاخليّة المورّثة للمهارات المميّزة للجنس البشري ّ والمنطلق الأساسيّ فيها العلاقة بين اشتغال الذّهن واللّسانيّات بالتّركيز على دراسة النّحو الأوّل عند الأطفال.
	*دراسة «إدراك الرّئيسات"  في مواطنها الطّبيعية والبحث في تطوّر أنظمتها السّلوكية مع بني جنسها من جهة ومع البشر من جهة أخرى.
	4-3الإشارة والاكتساب الأوّل عند الأطفال .
	قسمّ طوماسيلو عوامل نشأة اللّغة إلى نوعين: العوامل الوراثيّة الدّاخليّة والعوامل الوراثيّة الخارجيّة في محاولة للبحث في أصول التّواصل البشريّ وتطوّره ّ من الإشارة إلى الكلمة،
	4-4الإيماء


